Colonel Hoover dead at 92 


Colonel Paul Vance Hoover, a fixture at Augusta Military Academy for 
nearly 45 years, passed away peacefully at his home in Lancaster, PA on 
Friday 24 October. He would have celebrated his 93rd birthday in February. 

Paul Hoover came to Fort Defiance in the autumn of 1938, and he was there until AMA closed 
its doors. In addition to teaching mathematics and foreign languages, he coached several 
Augusta sports including fencing, lacrosse, JV football and soccer. 

Word of Hoover's death came as this issue of The Bayonet was going to press. The 
SPOTLIGHT feature inside is dedicated to Colonel Hoover, 3 pages of photos and memories 
provided by his former students and athletes. 

A funeral service for Colonel Hoover will be held at Groff's Funeral Home in Lancaster on 
Saturday 8 November. The Colonel's nephew, Bill Hoover, said that while the obituary will 
announce that the service is private, everyone affiliated with AMA is invited to attend. The 
service will begin at 11 AM with interment nearby to follow. 


AMA honors her heroes at Arlington 


AMA alumni stand ready to 
lay a wreath at the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier at the 
Arlington National Cemetery. 
Left to right, Clyde Ramsey, 
‘49, who served 16 months 
in Korea during the Korean 
War; Lieutenant Colonel 
Steve Trent, ‘70, 
representing alumni who 
served in Desert Storm; 
Goodloe Saunders, ‘57, 
retired Air Force lieutenant 
colonel, Vietnam veteran 
and President of the AMA 
Alumni Association; Mickey 
Gordon, ‘39, Marine combat 
veteran of World War Il; and 
members of the 3rd Infantry 
Honor Guard at Arlington 
National Cemetery. 


Mal Livick recovering from heart attack 


Colonel Malcolm Livick, AMA's principal and superintendent from 1966 until 1980, suffered 
a heart attack at his home, White Hall, on 5 October and later underwent bypass surgery at the 
University of Virginia Hospital in Charlottesville. Livick is recovering at home. Story on page 5. 
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1998 AMA Reunion will honor 
Augusta's faculty members 
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Dear Fellow Alumnus: 


Who was your favorite teacher at AMA? Was it Doc Savedge or maybe Colonel Koogler? Perhaps it was 
General Roller himself or Paul Hoover (captain, major or colonel, who is profiled on page 7). Was it Mal Livick or 
Tim Mannasmith or Cy McCue or Sergeant Josephson? 

Each generation of Augusta cadets had its favorites, and next May we will pay tribute to all these great men (and 
women too!) The 1997 AMA Reunion will be a salute to our faculty members. As Hap Starr. ‘51, said in his essay 
about Colonel Deane, “We don’t talk about our mentors enough; those gifted and giving men who spent their lives 
turning children into men, often with a lot of kicking and screaming by both mentor and child.” 

Well, on May 1-2, 1998, we're going to talk about our teachers. We're going to invite them to attend our reunion 
and to renew old friendships. And in that regard, we are going to need your assistance. We have lost track of many 
of our wonderful instructors. When the school closed, records and addresses vanished, but we believe that there 
are people out there who know where our faculty members can be found today. In this issue of The Bayonet, and 
in each issue between now and the 1998 reunion, we will be asking your help in locating AMA's great teachers so 
that we can invite them to join us next May. Please give this your best effort. 


It will be an unforgettable experience to see our “old” teachers on May 1-2 of 1998! 
Goodloe Saunders, “57 
President, AMA Alumni Association, Inc. 


Wolume 97, Number 5 


Newsletter of the AMA Alumni Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 101, Fort Defiance, VA 24437-0101 


Editor: Bob Bradford, ‘50 
Circulation Manager: Ed Click, ‘50 


The Bayonet is distributed to alumni 
and friends of the Augusta Military 
Academy. Notice of changes of 
address should be sent to Alumni 
Records, c/o Edwin Click, Rt. 1, Box 
12, Fort Defiance, VA 24437-9703. 
Please provide your 9-digit ZIP code! 


The Bayonet welcomes information and 
articles for or about AMA alumni. Share 
the news of promotions, awards, re- 
tirement, births, marriages, deaths, etc. 
Please print or type your submission. 
Mail, e-mail or FAX information to: 
Bob Bradford 
1325 Virginia Street 
Alamo, CA 94507 
Phone 510/837-8083 
FAX 510/838-0928 
e-mail: AMABayonet@aol.com 


Faculty Facts 


“A teacher affects eternity; he can 
never tell where his influence 


stops.” - Henry Brooks Adams 


William Sedr is Headmaster at 
Fishburne Military Academy. He 
was a teacher, coach and head- 
master at Augusta 1978-84. Sedr 
says he believes that “the Fish- 
burne and AMA Alumni Associ- 
ations can work together. We 
have much in common (close ties 
to VMI, long athletic rivalry) and it 
seems that the 2 organizations 
should be able to cooperate.” e- 
mail at: http://www. fishburne.org/ 


Don Studer lives and works in 
Waynesboro. “/ planned to attend 
the reunion last May but | fell 
asleep and did not awaken until 
2000 hours. That's what happens 
when you get old!” Studer was 
active Army until 1981 and worked 
in the Commandant's office until 
the school closed. e-mail address: 
dstuder@cfw.com 


AMA’S FACULTY 
will be honored at the 1998 
AMA Reunion on May 1-2. 
(See stories on pages 17 
and 18) The search is on 
for all AMA teachers and 
staffers. If you know how to 
reach a former AMA faculty 
member, see SEARCHING 
on page 17. We will need 
everyone's assistance to 
make the 1998 AMA 
Reunion a huge success! 


NEW ADDRESS! 
The Bayonet has a new 
mailing address. Send all 
news items, letters to the 


editor and photos to: 
Bob Bradford 
41325 Virginia Street 
ALAMO, GA 94507 


1939 

Mickey Gordon recently had lunch 
with Hilton Roller Grasty, Colonel 
Tom Roller’s daughter, in Charlottes- 
ville. The Gordons hosted Sergeant 
Joe Josephson and his wife at the 
Gordon home in Fort Defiance. 
Josephson was in the AMA Military 
Department from 1969 through 
1979. 


1943 
Herb McCawley has checked in from 
Indian Harbour Beach, FL. He's 
enjoying life to the fullest. 


1947 
Harry May and Jane have moved to a 
new house in Northern Virginia. New 
address: 20398 Rupert Island Place, 
Sterling, VA 20165. e-mail address: 
LJM1@aol.com 


1950 
Rodgers Huff is undergoing treat- 
ment for pancreatic cancer at Johns 
Hopkins and at the Medical College of 
Virginia. We're thinking about you, 
Rodgers, and know you are going to 
win the battle. 


Bob Bradford visited his 2 sons in 
October. Joe is a Methodist minister 
serving 3 churches in Blue Grass, VA. 
Steve lives in Rockville, MD and is an 
applications engineer for TCI. Bob's 
daughter Laura lives in Folsom, CA. 
Her husband, Mike, is a Merrill-Lynch 
broker. Joe, Steve and Laura each 
have a daughter. 


1952 
Duncan Wong was on a cruise ship 
this past summer and when ashore in 
the Virgin Islands, spoke by phone 
with Hap Starr, ‘51, who lives in St. 
Thomas. 


1958 
Jay Wood, after many successful 
years as a real estate broker in 
Virginia Beach, has moved to 
Smithfield, VA where he manages the 
Smithfield office of William E. Wood 
and Company. 


1959 
Bill Carroll lives in Pinellas Park, FL. 
He remembers with pride that he was 


the Best New Cadet and that he made 
Roller Rifles his second year. e-mail: 
wcarroll@gte.net 


Bob Durst owns a restaurant and bar 
just outside Indianapolis. He has lived 
in the Indianapolis area since the 
early 1960's. 


1960 
Bill McVey reports that he retired in 
January “and | am now down to just 
one boss who keeps me busier than 
usual!” The McVeys live in Fair Oaks 
Ranch, TX. 


J. C. Campbell, ‘47, with his AMA 
diploma and his 1947 Recall. J.C. has 
been in the real estate business and 
has been married for 40 years. The 
Campbells live in Charleston, WV. 
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1962 
Paul Taliaferro has been married for 
34 years and has 5 children. The 
Taliaferros live in Winchester. 


Bill Keller is Director of Compensa- 
tion Issues for Variable Annuity 
Life Insurance Company in 
Cypress, TX. Bill just retired as a 

captain in the U.S. Naval Reserve 

with 30 years of service. He and Joan 
welcomed a grandchild, Trey, in 

September of 1996 and expect 

another grandson in January. 


1963 
Bob Whitlinger reports that he grew 
up in Highland County, VA and that 
his uncle was in the first AMA band. 
Bob lives in Westminster, CA where 
he is vice president of loss control at 
a workers’ comp firm. 


1965 

J. Peyton Lea, Ill is a practicing 
criminal law defense attorney in 
Orlando where he has lived since 
1977. He has 4 children: Carole, 28, 
is a psychologist; Michael, 23, is in 
grad school at Marquette University; 
Chad is a senior in high school and 
the starting running back this season; 
and Joey is in the 3rd grade. Peyton's 
dad, J. Peyton Lea, graduated from 
Augusta in 1929. e-mail address: 
JPLea3@aol.com 


1967 

Rick Smail has been hearing from 
lots of old and new friends since his 
picture appeared in the September 
Bayonet, seated on a Harley with his 
wife Mary Ann. They had rented the 
bike in Washington, DC and had 
ridden it to Staunton for the May 
reunion. Rick hopes to bike to the 
1998 Reunion next May. The Smails 
live in Park City, UT. Rick is a Delta 
Airlines captain. 


1969 
Bill Scarborough is Branch Manager 
for Kaman Industrial Technologies in 
Houston. Bill says he is married for 
the second time “fo a wonderful gal 
named Sue.” Together, they have 3 
children and 6 grandchildren. They 
live just north of Galveston where Bill 
likes to fish and golf. 
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1970 

Bud Oakey is Vice President of 
the Roanoke Regional Chamber 
of Commerce, and lobbies for the 
Roanoke business community 
plus 12 other Chambers in south- 
west and southside Virginia, most- 
ly on transportation and economic 
development issues. e-mail bud 
at: budoakey@ix.netcom.com 


Peter Vallone lives in Marietta, 
GA, a suburb of Atlanta. He is 
President of Vallone and 
Associates, a marketing and 
business success consulting firm 
which partners with companies to 
develop custom designed market- 
ing communications strategies. 


1971 
Phil Vaden has been located by 
Steve Pearson, ‘72, and Steve's 
on-line locator project. Phil lives 
at 940 Herons Run Lane, 
Woodbridge, VA 22191. e-mail: 
VadenP@msn.com 


From Managua, Nicaragua comes this photo 
of the Lacayo brothers with stateside visitor 
Jorge Rovirosa,‘70. From left to right, Carlos 
Lacayo, ‘67, Rovirosa, and Cesar Lacayo, ‘67. 


Andy Becker is in the electrical 
business and is seriously thinking 
about retiring. He has been married 
21 years and has 2 children. This 
news from Gary Granger, ‘71 


1972 
Steve Traylor has moved. His new 
address: 18333 Allspice Drive, Ger- 
mantown, MD 20874-2013. Phone 
301/353-9295. e-mail: TrayloS@ 
federal.unisys.com 


1973 

Tom Del Valle is now Managing 
Director for American Airlines at Los 
Angeles International Airport (LAX). 
He had managed American’s opera- 
tions in San Juan, Puerto Rico. Tom, 
Patty and their 2 girls now live at 229 
Rocky Point Road, Palos Verdes, CA 
90274. 


1974 
Dwight Van Nitz recently had a visit 
to his Fields of Glory Civil War shop 
at Gettysburg. Larry Horowitz, ‘73, 
was quite impressed with Dwight's 
store and with his extensive 
knowledge of the Civil War, honed 
when he worked as a tour guide at 


the Gettysburg National Monument. 
Van worked with TNT in the shooting 
of Gettysburg where he became a 
friend of star Tom Berringer. e-mail: 
foglory@cvn.net. Also, check out 
Van's Fields of Glory web page at: 
http://www.collectorsnet.com/fog/ 


1975 
Bob Walker is pleased to announce 
the arrival of a new son, born to him 
and Bernice on 20 June! Con- 
gratulations to the Walkers, who live 
in Fayetteville, NC. 


1976 
Adolfo Solorzano owns the exclusive 
distributor rights for FUJIFILM in 


IF YOU'RE READING THIS, 
you must enjoy CLASS NOTES. We 
need news about YOU for future 
issues. Please let us hear from youl 


AMA Bayonet 
1325 Virginia Street 
Alamo, CA 94507 
FAX: 510/838-0928 
e-mail: AMABayonet@aol.com 


Nicaragua and travels there on a 
monthly basis from his home in 
Miami. His family also owns the 
Budget Rent-A-Car business in 
Nicaragua, and they have a 
Holiday Inn under construction. 
He is married and has 3 children. 
e-mail: pcamia@netside.net 


Mike Arrington of Huntsville, AL 
turned 40 in June. To celebrate, 
he gave his homepage a facelift: 
http: //fly. hiwaay. net/ ~ arrinma/ 
planarr.htm 


Roger Mullis sends his address: 
1745 Sitka Court, McKinleyville, 
CA 95519. Roger is a surgical 
technician at Desert Hospital in 
Palm Springs. e-mail address: 
Dropin2313@aol.com 


Kirk Pope has purchased a 
“lifetime e-mail address which | 
promise never to change.” Kirk is 
with the ‘1st Special Forces 
Group on Okinawa. e-mail: 
popekj@been-there.com 


1977 
Barry Cartwright has been located by 
Steve Pearson's on-line project. 
Barry lives at 1976 South Military 
Highway, #87, Chesapeake, VA 
23320. Phone 757/494-7439. e-mail: 
lynnstar13@aol.com 


1978 

Scot Seeds is in the Air Force, 
stationed at Hickham Field, Hawaii. 
After AMA, Scot attended the 
University of Tennessee, then went 
into the Air Force where he is now a 
master sergeant assigned to the 
324th Intelligence Squadron at 
Hickam. e-mail: smseeds@aol.com 


1979 

Keith Badaniss married his Julie in 
Boulder, CO. The wedding was 
attended by Scott Johnson, ‘80, 
from San Jose, Mike Sumicrast, ‘79, 
from Colorado Springs, and Greg 
Weil, ‘79, from Baltimore. e-mail: 
Cabaniss@Colorado.edu 


1981 
Tony Beneventi is a district sales 
manager for Frito Lay. He lives in 


Foothill Ranch, CA with his wife of 7 
years. He's currently attending 
Pepperdine University in Malibu, and 
has raced motorcycles in the desert 
for the past 10 years. Chris Meek, 
‘84, and Todd Livick, ‘81, both recall 
that Tony blew a mean trumpet. Todd 
says Tony was “the greatest trumpet 
player in the history of AMA!”. e-mail 
at: tbone15@ix.netcom.com 


1983 
Pat Beneventi lives at 8244 E. 
Blackwillow Circle in Anaheim Hills, 
CA, ZIP: 92808. 


1984 
Chris Meek and Colleen have a new 
house on Staten Island. Address: 11 
Marion Avenue, Staten Island, NY 
10304. And Colleen is going to have 
a second child in mid-April. Chris says 
that ‘the whole clan will be at the 
1998 reunion!” We'll look forward to 
seeing you all, Chris! 


CORRECTION 
In the September Bayonet, a 
Class Notes item said that Chuck 
Pine, ‘49, had been unable to 
attend the May reunion because 
of the Cherry Blossom Festival in 
his hometown, Winchester. As 
every cadet knows, Winchester is 
home to the Apple Blossom 
Festival. Living in California 
causes your editor to be often 
confused. Sorry about that. 
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Colonel Livick recuperates from 
heart attack, quintuple bypass 


Colonel Malcolm Livick, AMA's 
principal and superintendent from 
1966 until 1980, underwent quintuple 
bypass surgery at the University of 
Virginia Hospital on 9 October after 
having suffered a heart attack at his 
Fort Defiance home a few days 
earlier. 

Livick became ill in the early morn- 
ing hours of Sunday 5 October. His 
wife, Linda Roller Livick, drove him 
to a Staunton hospital. On the follow- 
ing Tuesday, an angioplasty was per- 
formed and it was determined that 
further surgery was needed in 
Charlottesville. Colonel Livick re- 


mained in intensive care for several 
days, but he had no unusual compli- 
cations. He moved to a “step down 
ward” the week of 12 October and 
returned home a few days later. 


IN HAPPIER DAYS - Todd Livick, ‘81, had his proud parents on hand 1 August 
when he was promoted to the rank of major in the U.S. Army. The ceremony 


Those who wish to send greetings 
should address all correspondence to 
P. O. Box 22, Fort Defiance, VA 
24437. Mal's e-mail address is at Blue 
Ridge Community College where he is 
not expected to return for some time. 

The AMA Alumni Association Board 
of Directors, meeting in Arlington on 
11 October, drafted a resolution of 
good wishes for Colonel Livick and 
sent flowers on behalf of the Associa- 
tion. Mal and Linda were to have 
attended the Arlington Cemetery 
wreath laying ceremonies that day. 

Livick is an Augusta County native 
who coached and taught at Augusta 
before General Rollers death in 
1963. He married Linda, the General's 
granddaughter, in 1956. The Livicks 
owned the school after the death of 
General Roller's widow in 1969. 


This cartoon is from the 1918 took place at Fort Eustis, VA. Pictured, |. to r., are Colonel Mal Livick, Major 
Recall, and it was reproduced in Todd Livick, Linda Roller Livick, Mal Livick, Jr., ‘75, Lieutenant Colonel Steve 


later Recalls. 


Trent, ‘70, and John Wright, ‘65, a Department of the Army civilian at Fort Eustis. 
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| Letters to the Editor _ | 


The spirit of AMA lives 
| was pleasantly surprised to receive 
an e-mail from Steve Pearson, ‘72. It 
was nice to learn that the spirit of 
AMA lives in the hearts and minds of 
many of us alumni. | have fond 
memories of Augusta, our friends, 
activities, education and the in- 
structors during my 5 years at AMA 
as a day boy from Verona. | would 
love to hear from my old classmates 
and teachers, and to reestablish old 
friendships. 
Peter Vallone, ‘60 
e-mail: AMA Mail@aol.com 


Surprised to see my picture 
| am sure | am speaking for John 
Tyminski, ‘76, in saying that | was 
surprised to see our picture in the 
September Bayonet. The picture was 
taken in the spring of 1975 as John 
and | were taking a break from our 
duties as Cotillion Club president and 
vice president as we decorated for the 
1975 Final Ball. 
Brett Thompson, ‘75 


Stillwagon was “The Rose” 

The article in the September issue 
about Jim Stillwagon, ‘67, forgot to 
mention that Jim was known as “The 
Rose" in his football starring days at 
AMA. During a review of a game film 
which showed Jim making his 80 
zillionth unassisted tackle, Coach 
Sigler said, “Well, it's Stillwagon 
again on that tackle. Pin a rose on 
that boy, fellows!" 

Jim was 15 years old at that time 
with an 18% inch neck and arms the 
size of storm drain pipes. 

Frank McClung, ‘66 


Fishburne alumnus writes 

| thoroughly enjoy The Bayonet and 
really admire the AMA Alumni Associ- 
ation for everything it does. | was 
programmed to attend AMA in the 
early ‘50's following a strong family 
tradition (my father and 2 uncles went 
to Augusta). However, financial condi- 
tions at that time resulted in my 
attending FMS for 2 years asa day 
student, after which | attended VMI, 
graduating in 1959. 

| have maintained close ties with 


Fishburne over the years, but | feel | 
would have enjoyed and benefitted 
greatly from the AMA experience. 

F. R. “Rusty” Loth 


Bayonet is terrific 
Personalities just blossom out of 
AMA like fruit from Shenandoah's 
apple trees! The Bayonet is terrific, 
and | look forward to every issue. 
Dr. G. M. “Boots”Solan, ‘43 


Congratulations to Major Livick 

| was so pleased to be on hand 
when Todd Livick, ‘81, was promoted 
to the rank of major in the U.S. Army. 
It was good to see Colonel Mal 
Livick and most of the 18 other Livick 
family members present at the cere- 
monies at Fort Eustis, VA. 

Colonel Livick looks just as | remem- 
bered him from 35 years ago. He and 
his wife were as gracious as ever. 

John Wright, ‘63 


Exciting and nostalgic 
| am so glad to be back on The 
Bayonet mailing list! How exciting, 
and nostalgic to see all those photos, 
and to read about my alma mater. 
What memories! What images! | will 
read and reread my Bayonets many 
time over. 
Don Harris, ‘64 


Thank you! 

The time, effort and expense ex- 
pended by the AMA Alumni Associ- 
ation and the editor of The Bayonet to 
keep us all associated is truly re- 
markable. 

Thank you again for the great job of 
carrying the Augusta banner so 
proudly and so high. Regards to 
everyone involved in these laudable 
efforts! 

Charles L. Yon, ‘29 


__ NEW Bayonet 
MAILING ADDRESS! 
1325 Virginia Street 
Alamo, CA 94507 


Send all news articles, — 
photos, and Letters to the 
Editor to this NEW address! 


The winner 


of the September 
Bayonet contest Is 


J. Peyton Lea, 
Class of 1965! 


The question: The original 
academic building at AMA 
was bullt In 1909. What was 
the Big Room used for over 
Its first 20 years? 


The answer: A gymnasium. 
(Above and around the gym was 
@ running track [22 laps to a 
mile]. AMA dances were held in 
the Big Room until the present 
gym was built In 1928.) 


© © 6&6 © © © 
Peyton wins a copy of 


Valley Campaign 


RUNNERS UP: 
Thad Lora, ‘48 
Duncan Wong, ‘52 
Each receives an official AMA Alumni 
Association patch. Congratulations! 


Numerous correct answers to the 
September contest question were 
received. As stipulated in the contest 
rules, a drawing was held to de- 
termine the winners. 


New contest on 
page 15! 


WE NEED NEWS! 


What are you doing these 
days? Send news about your- 
self and other alumni to the 
address at the left. Thanks! 
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SPC TLIGHTon COLONEL HOOVER 


When did you attend AMA? If you 6.8 4 : mate a> 


were there anytime from 1938 until 
the school closed, you doubtless 
have your own special and personal 
memories of Paul Vance Hoover. 

Teacher. Coach. Relentless task- 
master. Innovator. Faculty advisor for The 
Recall and The Bayonet. Tough discipli- 
narian. Profane. Warm. An unduplicated, 
complicated, contradictory man, as hard 
as steel, yet soft as drifting fog. 

On 26 February 1998, Paul Hoover will 
be 93 years old. He still lives in his house 
on West Chestnut in Lancaster, PA. 
Nothing delights him more than when a 
former AMA cadet drops by. Ralph 
Armstrong, ‘72, Rutland Beard, ‘42, 
and Bob Walton, ‘65, are among recent 
cross-generational visitors. 

Self appraisal 

If you ask Colonel Hoover what he Colonel Hoover at home in Lancaster, July of 1997, looking through a Recall. 
accomplished at Augusta, he talks about Photo by Bob Walton, ‘65, who enjoyed 2 hours of reminiscences with his 
fencing, lacrosse, soccer, The Bayonet former teacher and coach. 
and The Recall. Those are the things he 


mentioned when completing his # Sistra He came to Fort Defiance in 1938 and there remained until 
profile. Originally a foil team, Paul Hoover enlarged fencing —_ anja closed its doors in January of 1984 
to 3 weapons - foil, epee, and These are the facts about Colonel Paul Hoover. The heart 


sabre. He started lacrosse in and essence of the man are revealed in the following pages 


1946 and AMA was the first where his students and athletes record their memories of this 
unique and completely unforgettable man. 


school south of the Mason- 
Dixon line to have a_ full 
schedule. In 1960, he 
introduced soccer to 
the kids at Augusta. 
He is justifiably 
proud of having 
gotten the student 
newspaper started. 
The Bayonet was 
es “self-supported by the 
Paul Hoover, 60 years Student body.” 
ago, in 1937, an in- Hoover also had 
structor in math and ‘esponsibility for The 
foreign languages atthe %ecal/ until 1955. 
Severn School near — Paul Hoover was 
Annapolis. born in Lancaster and 
went to school there, 
graduating from 
Lancaster High in 1923. Four years later, he grad- 
uated from Franklin and Marshall and began to 
teach at Severn School outside Annapolis, MD 
where he remained until 1938. At Severn, he 
taught mathematics and foreign languages as he 
did later at Augusta and he coached 130 pound - = 
soccer and lacrosse. Colonel Hoover in 1967 with the Raybin brothers and their mother. 
L. to r., Hoover, Mrs. Raybin, Paul Raybin, ‘69, and David Raybin, ‘67. 
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Paul Hoover remembered by 
generations of Augusta cadets 


Nick Syropoulos, ‘69, recalls that “/ 
was a pretty good JV lacrosse player 
and | was making a B+ to A- in 
Hoover's geometry class. Ed Hart, 
the varsity lacrosse coach, asked me 
to move up and play with the big 
boys. Well, my A- went down to a C-. 
So, now | am playing with Mickey 
Toms, Jim Stillwagon, and those big 
guys and | do well... first one off the 
bench. My grades go back to B+ and 
A-... amore colorful or loving teacher 
and coach, | never had.” 


Charles Hargrave, ‘51, remembers 
Colonel Hoover for saying, “See? Get 
the point? Get the point?” This, says 
Charlie, “was after the Colonel had 
launched a piece of chalk in your 
direction.” 


Steve Pearson, ‘72, says that Colonel 
Hoover could read his face. “! was 
feeling down and he noticed. ‘Come 
here, my friend,’ he would say, then 
break into some story which started 
out as a complaint and ended up in a 
tribute to the Roller family. The con- 
versation would end with, ‘So, my 
friend, don’t let it get ya down, ya 
see.’... My last day of school, | took 
my most prized possession - my 
saber - and gave it to Colonel Hoover 
who said he was going to have it 
engraved from me to him...“ 


Bob Guggenheimer, ‘43, was on 
guard duty when the Corporal of the 
Guard asked him to take the blame 
for something Bob had not done. 
“One of the professors had called in 
sick and could not be at Study Hall, 
but the CG forgot to tell Captain 
Hoover. ‘Bob,’ he said to me, ‘they 
can't do anything to you because you 
are a private, but they can take my 
stripes away.’ So | went to the Big 
Room to tell Hoover | had forgotten to 
tell him about the phone call. He read 
me the riot act as only he could.” 


Rex Rumley, ‘69, remembers falling 


asleep in Colonel Hoover's class and 
having an eraser slap him on the side 
of the head. “Remember when the 
Colonel would slap his pointer against 
the blackboard and shout? Then, 
when you thought he was as angry 
as he could get, he would smile and 
tell you to have a great day... He 
sticks out in my mind to this day 
because he really cared about us.” 


Coach Hoover exhorts his players 


Bill Brooks, ‘62, says that Colonel 
Hoover did look after his boys. 
“Remember our unheated swimming 
pool? Colonel Hoover forfeited a 
match with Fork Union in 1960 
because the water was so cold that 
the swimmers could not catch their 
breaths!” 


Layton Brown Carr, ‘72, said that at 
lacrosse practice, Colonel Hoover 
decided that the safest place to stand 
was inside the goal. “Someone took a 
pass, twisted his stick, and fell 
backwards, launching the ball in a 
blind shot that hit Colonel Hoover in 


the side of the head. He gave a 
double bird salute, cursing as he left 
the field. What a man!” 


Chuck Pennock, ‘48, brought his son 
Doug Pennock, ‘72, to AMA in 1965. 
They were met by Paul Hoover who 
Chuck knew as Captain Hoover. Doug 
says, “Colonel Hoover asked what 
grade | was going in and my Dad said 
7th grade. The three of us decided 
that since | was a big kid for my age, 
| wasn't going to live in J Barracks... 
! ended up in 212 in Big Barracks in 
E Company and taking 8th grade 
English. Colonel Cristy, the Com- 
mandant, figured out what had 
happened, but never sent me to J 
Barracks... All of us who knew 
Colonel Hoover were lucky to have 
met up with him in our lifetime.” 


Mike Arrington, ‘76, says, “/ can still 
hear Colonel Hoover paging Trigger 
to come to the guard house to give 
the legendary collie his dog food, and 
Trigger would come!” 


Will Eastment, ‘70, came to Colonel 
Hoover's class with an upper res- 
piratory infection which made him 
cough. “Who's coughing out there?” 
the Colonel demanded. Will raised his 
hand, still coughing. “That's right, my 
friend, get up and stick your head out 
the window,” said Colonel Hoover. “/ 
am trying to teach and you are 
disrupting the class.” All the time, he 
was pointing with his middle finger at 
the spot at the windows where he 
wanted Will to go. Will recalls: “/ went 
to the window, raised it, and put my 
head outside. He shut the window to 
within an inch or two of my neck and 
said, ‘Now, we can get back to class.” 


Hal Walters, ‘48, said that his Dad 
had a Chrysler dealership in Martins- 
burg, WW and “Major Hoover bought 
one of the first Plymouth station 
wagons... red with wooden trim... He 
drove this car for many years...” 


Bill Huegel, ‘80, says that 
his brother, Duain Huegel, 
‘70, applied to AMA and 
Colonel Hoover came to his 
home to interview Duain 
and their parents. “/ was 
so impressed that / 
hounded my parents 
relentlessly to send me to 
Augusta. They did, and my 
younger brother Bryan 
Huegel, ‘78, also attended 
AMA...” 


Bob Walton, ‘65, recollects 
that “rides with him on his 
motorcycle was a highlight 
I'll never forget... The ever 
present saber in the corner 
of his classroom and his 
explanation of its use to 
influence your attention, if 
need be... A cough could 
get you a few laps around 
the track, by way of his 
classroom window. But he 

had a open door policy. 

Anytime | had a problem, 

he never failed me, 

whether a_ personal, 

academic or military mat- 
ter... So what if VMI and 
other college JV teams 
added varsity players if we 
had beaten them in the 
first game. We were not to 
worry, but just to do our 
best... Of course, he never 
failed to inform you of 
your mistakes in a most 
boisterous voice... Looking 

back, | am more appreciative of his 
authoritative actions and realize how 
much he cared about his students, 
and how determined he was to see 
us prepared for our life's adventures.” 


Reed Nettles, ‘72, says that his big- 
gest thrill at AMA “was riding down 
Route 11 on Colonel Hoover's BMW 
bike. We went to Harrisonburg and 
through the back roads to Staunton... 
!'d_ still be doing tours if Colonel 
Dillow found out. Colonel Hoover was 
a great teacher and a great coach 
who could break a small rule, and he 
really knew how to yell at you!” 


Frank McClung, ‘66, recalls one 


+) 


“4 2 —<< 
Paul Hoover, center, at Camp Kanata in 1939. Far left, Cyrus 
McCue, later Colonel McCue. Far right, Herbert Deane, later 
Colonel Deane. Photo, courtesy of Tom Behrendt, ‘40. 


winter day when Colonel Hoover ad- 
monished his students, “Close your 
windows tonight, boys. There's going 
to be a freeze, and you know what 
frost does to vegetables” 


Paul Cartwright, ‘74, recollects the 
“marvelous tongue-lashings __ that 
Colonel Hoover could dish out. He 
would scream, slap the saber blade 
on the table, call me ‘lazy’ (with an 
unprintable noun), then invite you to 
join the fencing team... Later in life 
when | would be chastised, | would 
always remember that no one else's 
screaming had the desired effect. | 
had already been cussed out by the 
master!” 
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Bob Whitlinger, ‘63, 
started playing JV football 
which Colonel Hoover 
coached. ‘/ got into a 
serious debate with him 
and walked off the 
football team to play 
soccer, only to discover 
that Colonel Hoover 
coached soccer too, But 
| made it through.” 


Jorge Rovirosa, ‘70, 
says, “Colonel Hoover 
was a great fencing 
coach. | can remember 
getting the inside of my 
arm cut by a broken 
blade that went between 
my fencing jacket and the 
skin. | had to go to the 
hospital in Staunton 
where | got about 25 
stitches. Hoover wanted 
me to fence one more 
match before | went to 
the hospital even though 
| was bleeding through 
my jacket. What a guy!” 


Mark “Henry” Femrite, 
‘71, was battalion 
commander his senior 
year. “One Saturday, 
Colonel Hoover asked if 
| wanted to ride with him 
to Harrisonburg on his 
motorbike... As we 
mounted up, the Colonel 
asked where were my 
sunglasses. Of course, | 
didn't have any and so got a lecture 
on my stupidity. | rode all the way to 
Harrisonburg with my eyes shut... | 
told the Colonel I'd like to look around 
on our return trip, so he handed me 
his dark glasses with a few choice 
words... We were roaring down |-81 
and suddenly the bike was weaving 
and | could hear the brakes squeal. 
And through the roar of the wind | 
could hear the Colonel cussing like a 
madman: ‘Bug in my good eye! Bug 
in my good eye.’ We pulled off the 
road, Colonel! Hoover doctored his 
eye, and soon we were back on the 
road. Only one thing had changed: 
Colonel Hoover was again wearing 
his sunglasses!” 


“ On line: 3 Augusta c 


One commentator on the computer age in which we all live, reluctantly or with 
great anticipation, has said, “The Internet is a community connected by wires and 
silicon and inhabited by the least and the greatest of us all.” Whatever is your 
definition of or attitude about “those damned computers,” one fact cannot be 
disputed. You either connect, or you are disconnected from the future. 

A trio of Augusta men has harnessed the uncharted power of the Internet to help 
keep the AMA family together. It began in July of 1996 when Larry Horowitz, ‘73, 
began asking cadets, faculty and friends of Augusta to help him put together an 
AMA home page. (See November 1996 Bayonef) Larry, who lives in Laurel, MD and 
operates a sedan service, remembers that when he went on-line last summer to see 
what was listed under Augusta Military Academy, “/ found nothing!, nil!, nada! not 
one single word about Augusta on the net.” 

Teamwork pays off 

Mike Arrington, ‘76, also thought about putting together an AMA homepage, but 
after talking with Larry he deferred to him. Larry went on to create what became the 
Bayonet on-line 
which he hopes 
will always be 
“as up-to-date 
as tomorrow.” 
The first issue 
appeared in 
September of 
1996 and it has 
been updated 
regularly ever 
since. 

You can get 
information 
about the next 
reunion or learn 
how to get a 
video of the last 
one. The 
Bayonet on-line 
lists the names, 
addresses, 
phone numbers 
and available e- 
mail addresses 
of AMA Alumni Association board members. You can read up on AMA's football 
great Jim Stillwagon, ‘67, or check the e-mail addresses of every alumnus who has 
provided that information. Bayonet on-line also is linked to many other web sites 
including that of Staunton Military Academy and several companies and interests of 
importance to Augusta alumni. 

Larry says that he has some 600 letters in his AMA e-mail folder and the page had 
more than 3,000 hits from all over the world by the end of September 1997. “This 
web site belongs to our AMA alumni and they can add to it at any time,” says Larry. 

Recuperation time led to a new connector 

Steve Pearson, ‘72, had worked hard to build up two very successful companies 
when he was flattened by a massive heart attack which left him in a coma. “When 
| came out of the coma in October of 1996, | had no memory,” Steve relates. 
Steve's wife had sent e-mails to some of his friends to tell them about Steve's illness 
and when he got home he had lots of e-mail “get well” messages waiting for him. 
But Steve had trouble not only in remembering who many of his well wishers were; 
he couldn't remember how to read at all. 

“| couldn't get out because | had forgotten how to walk. | started playing cards on 


Larry Horowitz, ‘73, who started AMA’s computer revolution 
with his Bayonet on-line in July of 1996. 


>omputer whizzes kee 


the computer to build up my 
memory, and it worked. | 
began to log on to the Internet 
and just surf, looking for 
anything that might spur a 
memory. One day, | logged on 
to a people finder, typed in 
‘Augusta Military Academy,’ 
and came up with 13 people 
listed as AMA alumni. That 
started the whole thing. | took 
that list plus a half dozen more 
alumni e-mail addresses | 
already had, and did my first 
mailing to about 20 people. 
Now, we have more than 170 
‘cadets’ who post regularly 
and receive e-mail every 
Tuesday and Friday.” 

In fact, Steve has created a 
sort of friendly voyeurism 
where AMA alumni exchange 
messages which are read by 
all the others on the AMA Mail 
list. Says Steve, “The subject 


matter runs from what guys 
have done since they left AMA Steve Pearson, ‘72, created AMA Mail almost by 


to fishing tales to confessions accident as he recovered from a heart attack. 
of who hit Colonel Hoover in 
the head with a lacrosse ball! It's been a lot of laughs.” But the biggest thrill for 
Steve comes when two alumni who haven't seen or talked to each other in years are 
united on the Internet. “! got out my yearbooks and started to see who | could 
locate. It has been amazing.” Steve got himself so pumped up that he attended his 
first AMA Alumni Reunion in a quarter of a century this past May. “When | walked 
into the Holiday Inn, it was as if we had never left AMA. It was the same as when 
| walked in the front arch 25 years ago." 
Recall on-line a staggering undertaking 

The newest kid on the AMA Internet block is the brainchild of B. J. d’Orsay, ‘70, 
a monumental and staggering undertaking to list every person who ever attended or 
taught at AMA. This is Recall on-line, and it kicked off in August. “As / began to hear 
from Steve and the guys he had contacted, | started to realize that the mixed 
emotions | had about AMA were not unique to me,” says B.J. “| am just now 
beginning to realize how much | really did gain from my time at AMA... and | 
thought it was time for me to express my appreciation in some tangible way.” 

B. J. is devoting the next 5 years to getting this seemingly impossible task 


nts Pane wich wat dk For some time, only 
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2p cadets connected 


completed. “/ am in the process of reconstructing Ed Click’s database of even 
student known to have attended AMA. | already have all the Ad Astras, thanks tc 
a listing that Bob Bradford, ‘50, has compiled. Now, | need everyone else.” 

Pictures, videos and facts sought 

B.J., Steve Pearson's roommate for 2 years at Augusta, manages a Christian bool 
store in Lubbock, TX. “My career is taking me onto the Internet and my interests are 
turning toward the web and the things | can do there. | want the Recall on-line t 
be a 
permanent 
site on the 
WorldWide 
Web, giving 
alumni and 
friends who 
may never 
get back to 
FOr 8 
Defiance a 
chance to 
relive their 
days at 
Augusta.” 

To achieve 
his goal, B.J. 
needs data 
from every 
alumnus. “/ 
can scan 
photos onto 
the web 
page; | can 
pull images off VHS and 8mm video tapes. | would like to get pictures of pas 
reunions. Please loan me your photos and videos so | can get their images for tht 
web site where people can see these things long after we are all gone.” 

B.J. emphasizes that it is impossible to send him too much data. “/ want to pu 
everything known about AMA on this web site eventually. That means | need in 
formation about each cadet in the same detail that | have about the Ad Astr 
members. | need pictures which will be there forever. Whatever relates to AMA cai 
be scanned into this page. This is OUR site. These are OUR memories. AMA i: 
OUR common heritage... but everyone needs to contribute...” 

Barreling toward the millennium 

These 3 AMA men - Larry Horowitz - Steve Pearson - and B.J. d’Orsay - are de 
termined to protect Augusta's heritage into the 21st Century. AMA soared in its day 
and it is the recall of that soaring spirit that sends us barreling toward the millen 
nium. “Every AMA alumnus should help with these projects,” says Steve. “If yoi 
don't have ail, buy a computer! It's almost the Year 2000!” 


i: AMA MAIL@aoz.con 


B. J. J. d’Orsay, ‘70, will devote the next 5 years to getting th 
name of every former cadet and teacher on Recall on-line. 


THE BAYONET ON-LINE: 
HTTP:/ /IDT.NET/” RECRSE/ 


ITH THE RECALL ON-LINE: 
HTTP: / /MEMBERS.ACL.CO wey TARECRLL/INDEX.HTAL 


SEND MATERIALS FOR RECALL ON- J. o'Orsay, 4206 38H Streer. 
Luppock, TX 19473-2512. Pro! 


12 November 1997 


IF YOU REALLY WANT TO GET SOMETHING DONE, YOU CAN USUALLY DO IT 


IF THE GOAL IS WORTHWHILE, AN AMA MAN CAN USUALLY 
FIGURE OUT HOW TO ATTAIN IT. CAN YOU THINK OF A 
MORE LAUDABLE GOAL THAN GUARANTEEING THAT AMA'S 
LEGACY WILL ENDURE? 


YOU CAN ASSURE THAT WHEN YOU REMEMBER TO 
INCLUDE AUGUSTA IN YOUR WILL. MANY GUYS FEEL THAT 
THEIR GENEROSITY MUST BE TEMPERED BY THEIR 
RESPONSIBILITIES TO THEMSELVES AND TO THEIR LOVED 
ONES, AND THEY HESITATE TO PART WITH ASSETS THAT 
MIGHT BE NEEDED TOMORROW TO MEET FAMILY OR 


BUT INCLUDING AMA IN YOUR WILL MAKES IT POSSIBLE 
TO SUPPORT AUGUSTA WITHOUT NEGLECTING OTHER 
OBLIGATIONS. $ | OO WILL PAY ONE-FIFTH OF THE VMI 
GRANT TO ONE CADET. $200 WOULD PAY ONE-FIFTH OF 
THE ANNUAL AMA LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP. $500 WILL 
PAY TO PRINT AND DISTRIBUTE 450 BaAYoneTs. $ | OOO 
WILL COVER THE ENTIRE COST OF AN AMA LEGACY 
SCHOLARSHIP, AND $ | 2,OO0 WOULD PAY THE PRINTING 
COSTS FOR THE BAYONET FOR AN ENTIRE YEAR! 


SO, AS WE SAID AT THE START, WHERE THERE'S A WILL, 


PERSONAL OBLIGATIONS 


THERE'S A WAY 


TO HELP AMA! 


Chuck Lang, ‘59, 
lies at Arlington 


Thanks to information received from 
Augusta alumni, another AMA hero 
has been located at the Arlington 
National Cemetery. 

Major Charles Vanderbilt Lang, 
‘59, was killed in Vietnam on 12 
September 1970 when the helicopter 
he was piloting crashed. Lang served 
as CO of Company B, 228th Aviation 
Battalion, 11th Aviation Group, 1st 
Cavalry Division (AMBL) 

Harry Campbell, ‘70, has reported 
that Lang received the Distinguished 
Flying Cross with 1 oak leaf cluster, 
the Bronze Star with 2 oak leaf 
clusters, the Air Medal with 11 oak 
leaf clusters, the Army Commendation 


Medal with 1 oak leaf cluster, and the 
Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with palm, 
among other awards. 

Chuck Lang was in Headquarters 
Company during his 4 years at AMA, 
serving as 1st lieutenant his senior 
year. His hometown was West 
Orange, NJ 

Both Lang and Neil Kirk Maciver, 
‘61, are listed on the wall at the 
Vietnam Memorial across Memorial 
Bridge from the Arlington National 
Cemetery. Maclver of Takoma Park, 
MD was a PFC in the Army and was 
killed in action in Vietnam 29 May 
1963 making him one of the first 
Americans to die in that conflict. 

Several AMA alumni visited the 
Vietnam Memorial before and after 
the Arlington Cemetery ceremonies. 


AMA men known to 
be buried at Arlington 


There are 7 Augusta men known to 
be buried at the Arlington National 
Cemetery. Harry Campbell, ‘70, saw 
to it that each received a floral tribute 
on 11 October, the day on which AMA 
laid a wreath at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier. 

AMA alumni buried at Arlington are: 

Alston Grimes, ‘28 
R. Owen Canada, ‘31 
Alfred F. Odom, ‘38 
Ferris L. Wharton, ‘38 
Hubert Ellenberger, Jr., ‘41 
Charles Vanderbilt Lang, ‘59 
Peter Warren Schoechle, ‘61 

If you know of other Augusta alumni 

interred at Arlington, please advise. 


The Bayonet 13 


Augusta pays tribute to its war dead 


Moving wreath laying ——— at pil ars National Cemetery 


Augusta Military Academy paid 
tribute to its alumni who died in the 
service of their country by laying a 
wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier in Arlington National Cemetery 
on an intensely clear October day. 

Just after the 2 PM changing of the 
guard at the Tomb, the NCO of the 
Guard announced that AMA would 
place a wreath at the Tomb. AMA 
Alumni President Goodloe Saunders, 
‘57, an Air Force veteran of Vietnam, 
led a contingent of Augusta alumni 
forward to place the wreath where 
unknown servicemen from World 
Wars | and Il, the Korean War, and 
the Vietnam War lie in honored glory. 

Other alumni participate 

Saunders was accompanied by 
Mickey Gordon, ‘39, a US Marine 
combat veteran from World War Il; 
Clyde Ramsey, ‘49, an Army combat 
veteran in the Korean War; and Steve 
Trent, ‘70, an army lieutenant 
colonel still on active duty 
representing AMA alumni who 
served in Desert Storm. 

Aconsiderable crowd of AMA 
alumni and friends crowded the 
steps of the Arlington 
Amphitheater to watch the 
ceremony. Duke Fancher, ‘58, 
describes the event: “/t was 
emotional for some and 
significant for all. We were 
delighted to have alumni from 
California, Pennsylvania (one 
guy flew in from Pittsburgh just 
for the ceremony), and 
throughout the South and mid- 
Atlantic region.” 

Arrangements for the wreath 
laying were made by Harry 
Campbell, ‘70, a retired Army 
lieutenant colonel who now 
heads what used to be called 
Graves Registration for all U.S. 
Armed Forces. 


The NCO of the guard salutes and an Army bugler sounds taps as the 
Augusta Military Academy wreath lies at the Tomb of the Unknowns. 


Saunders said, “We ap- Part ofthe crowd assembled on the steps of the Arlington Cemetery Amphitheater 
preciate Harry's efforts and are at the AMA wreath laying ceremonies. Note Augusta flags in center of photo. 


grateful for the great turnout on 
the most beautiful 
autumn day. It was a rare opportunity 
to salute every AMA man who put 
himself in harm’s way to defend our 


country. | thank the AMA flag bearers 
and Luke Synder, ‘60, who thrilled us 
all by attending in his AMA uniform, 


white ducks and all. It was a day that 
| shall never forget - a special 
moment to be an Augusta man.” 


14 November 1997 


‘47, and Lewis 
‘53. Rahily was 


Ed Quillen in 1952 


Mundin, Ill, 


killed in action in the Korean 
War in 1953. 
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The JV basketball team from 1972-73. Front: John Arthur, Tom 
White, Chris Dillow. 2nd row: Charlie Livick, Tom Peifer, Mike 
Allman, Chris Bowman. 3rd row: Mike Minunni, Al Collins, Chris 
Bodine, Joe Jordan, Jim Favors, manager. Back row: Coach Max 
Hutton, Jr., Leon Armentrout, manager, Coach John Hall. , 2 _— 
Sam Quillen, ‘52, and Rudy Gill, ‘51, 
on guard duty. Photo by Lewis 
Mundin, ‘26. 


VMI-Citadel headlines excite alumni 
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Pentacostal Church group 
may have bought Augusta 


While September headlines in 
Virginia newspapers spoke of Augusta 
Military Academy as the site for a new 
all-male military college, reliable 
reports indicate that the Virginia 
Conference of the United Pentacostal 
Church has purchased the school and 
the surrounding property. 

Representatives of the church met 
in the AMA gymnasium on Saturday 
20 September, reportedly to discuss a 
$1 million offer for Augusta and 46 
acres of land adjacent to the Fort 
Defiance campus. A 7-acre parcel 
behind Big Barracks was sold off 
previously to prospective home 
builders. As The Bayonet went to 
press, indications were strong that the 
sale of the school to the United 
Pentacostal Church would close 
before 1 November. 

A source asking not to be identified 
said that the Augusta gymnasium will 
be used as a conference center, 
retreat and summer camp site. “The 
church is primarily interested in 
rehabilitating the gym for these uses.” 
What would the church group do with 
the other AMA buildings? “We respect 
AMA's history and traditions and hope 
to preserve them,” the source said 

VMI-Citadel story 

A week after the church group met 
on the AMA campus, the Associated 
Press ran a story indicating that a VMI 
graduate was among a group “seek- 


WIN 


a laser engraved 


Augusta picture frame 


Polished hard wood, 
featuring the AMA seall 


ing to establish a new, private, all- 
male military college,” adding that 
“the former Augusta Military 
Academy site is a possible a 7 


location.” 3 : & > 


Michael Guthrie, a 
backer of the 
proposed Southern 
Military Institute and a 
VMI graduate, indicated 
that he is part of a 
group trying to raise -¢ 
$50 million for a ¥ 
private, all-male % 
Christian military 
college somewhere in 
the South. Guthrie's 
group is made up of 72 
alumni of VMI and the ~& 2 
Citadel who are critical * 
of the admission of women 1 to their 
schools. 

As The Bayonet went to press, 
Kennard Campbell, a Stuarts Draft, 
VA businessman, who bought 
Augusta at auction in 1995, reported 
that no one from the VMI-Citadel 
group has been in touch with him or 
his partner, I.H. Baker. 

Latest in series 

This is the latest in a series of sales 
and near sales of AMA since the 
school closed in 1984, The Culbertson 
family bought the school soon after it 
shut down. In 1993, the iniquitous 
Moore family ran a bogus fund raising 


effort indicating that they planned to 
buy AMA from the Culbertsons and 
reopen the school. After soliciting 
donations for that 
purpose, the Moores 
fled with the money 
they had collected. 

In 1994, the 
Culbertsons tried to 
reopen the school 
themselves, but 
could not get 
financing. They 
owed Crestar Bank 
$200,000 and the 
bank attempted 
without success to 

sell Augusta to the 
Christian 


The property's trustee then 
sought to deed the school to Colonel 
Gene Nervo for $345,000. Nervo 
planned to operate a wilderness 


leadership academy for troubled 
teens, but a group of Fort Defiance 
residents, mostly newcomers to the 
area, appealed a ruling by the 
Augusta County Board of Zoning 
Appeals which gave Nervo permission 
to operate the wilderness academy at 
Augusta. Nervo's co-signer backed 
out and a bankruptcy court judge in 
Harrisonburg ordered the property 
(continued on back page) 


For whom was the Roller Rifles named’ 


Know the answer? Send it to: The Bayonet 
1325 Virginia Street, Alamo, CA 94507-2881 
FAX 510/838-0928 


2 top prizes of the 6" X 4" Augusta frame. 
2 ranners-up will receive official AMA Alam 
Fissociation patches. In case of fie, drawing w 
determine winners, Deadline fo receive entries: 
December 1997. Last issue's winners on page 6. 
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Please report deaths and 
illnesses of AMA Alumni to the 
AMA Chaplain, Bill Gray, ‘37. 
5111 - 8th Road, South, #107 
Arlington, VA 22204-2817 
Phone: 703/820-4781 


James E. Crass, Ill, ‘35 
21 April 1989, at the Miami, FL Heart 
Institute. Trucking company executive 
and heir to the founder of Coca Cola 
CEO of Seaboard Tank Line, a fleet of 
tanker trucks based in Dunmore, PA. 
Grandson of James E. Crass who 
developed the syrup for Coke and who 
had bottling plants in Ohio, Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, North Carolina 
and Washington, DC. Survived by his 
wife Margaret; sons James E. Crass, 


IV, ‘55, and Jeffrey Lee Crass; 
daughters Barbara Crass Ross and 
Betsy Crass; sister Evelyn Anderson; 6 
grandchildren and 3 great grandchild- 
ren. Reported by Julian Quarles, ‘35. 


Samuel P. Jordan, ‘36 

21 February 1997, in Colorado 
Springs of cancer. Buried in the family 
plot at old St. Luke’s Church in Smith- 
field, VA. Full colonel, U.S. Air Force, 
retired. Attended Bryant and Stratten 
Business College. U.S. Army, infantry, 
1941; transferred to Army Air Corps, 
1941. Attending flying school at 
Brooks AFB, TX; retired with 30 years 
of service. Member, Retired Officers 
Association. Cadet waiter at AMA; 
letter in wrestling. Survived by 2 sons, 
one of whom is a lieutenant colonel in 
the Air Force. 


Gordon Harris Cox, ‘69 

5 October 1997, in Rocky Mount, VA, 
at home, of cancer, age 46. Sales 
representative, Zee Medical Services 
of Chambersburg, PA. US Army 
service in Korea. Survived by his wife 
Mary Jo; his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Cox of Rocky Mount; a 
daughter, Angela Whitney Cox of 
Washington, DC; a son, Jesse Hanks 
Cox of Staunton; a stepson, Terry 
Davis of Rocky Mount; and several 
nieces and nephews. 


RSOWAL 
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Lost my yearbooks: | was in the Air 
Force for 20 years and they lost my 
AMA diploma and Recalls during a 
move. Do you have yearbooks for 
1968-70? Bobby Crozier, ‘70 


Where are you? |’m looking for my 
roommates Tom Liston and Warren 
Snyder. And does anyone know what 
happened to Humberto Arria of 
Venezuela? John Trowbridge, ‘65 


Yearbook available: Are you looking 
for a 1981 Recall? I'll be glad to give 


mine to you. Tony Beneventi, ‘81 


Last seen at Camp Kanata: | am 
looking for John Bullock who was 
caught with an adult beverage and left 
Camp Kanata. Do you know where 
John is? Bob Whitlinger, ‘63 


Class of 1964! | live at 107 Cottontail 
Hollow in Flintstone, GA 30725. My e- 
mail is: DLiver7165@aol.com. I'd like 
to hear from others in the Class of 
‘64. Phil Liverman, ‘64 


Yearbook needed: Do you have a 
1975 Recall? I'd like to obtain a copy. 
Bob Walker, ‘75 


‘64 Recall: | would like to beg, borrow 
or buy a 1964 Recall. Don Harris, ‘64 


Another ‘64 Recall: | am missing my 


Alvin Wayne “Butch” Clarke, ‘70 
29 July 1997 at Bradenton, FL, of an 
apparent heart attack, age 44. 
Member of the AMA Band. Was hired 
by Steve Pearson, ‘72, when Steve 
was in New England; transferred to 
Bradenton to work for Steve there. 
Neither knew the other had attended 
AMA for some time. Butch had owned 
several businesses and had patents 
on boat air conditioners. His ashes 
were spread over the Gulf of Mexico 
in early August. Survived by his wife. 


Sergeant Richard W. Schwartz 
27 June 1997, of lung cancer at 
Williamsburg, VA. Staff Sergeant 
Schwartz was a military science 
instructor at Augusta 1963-67 and 
coach of the AMA rifle team. Retired 
from active duty with 30 years of 
service as Chief Warrant Officer 4. 
Suffered a stroke in 1993 that left him 
disabled. Survived by his wife Louise 
and daughter Karen Pickens, both of 
Williamsburg; a son, Richard G. 
Schwartz of Newport News; and 2 
granddaughters. 


CORRECTION 
Richard Platt passed away 18 July 
1997. In the September Bayonet, he 
was identified as a member of the 
Class of 1964. In fact, he graduated in 
1963. Thank you to Phil Casey, ‘63, 
for this correction. 


1964 Recall of which | was associate 
editor. Do you have a 1964 Recall for 
me? Frank Hruza, ‘64 


Need a yearbook: Does anyone have 
a 1967 Recall? Vic Adamus, ‘66 


Can you help any of these 
guys? If so, please contact Ed 
Click, ‘50, c/o AMA Alumni 
Association, Inc., P. O. Box 101, 
Fort Defiance, VA 24437-0101. 
e-mail: Grampso2@juno.com 


1998 AMA REUNION 
MAY 1-2 


SAVE T! TE! 
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EARC 


S 


HING 


FOR AUGUSTA FACULTY MEMBERS 


At the May 1998 reunion, 


we will be honoring all those 


wonderful men (and women!) who taught us at AMA. 


We want to invite all living AMA faculty members to join 


us at next May's reunion. 


But we have a problem... 


We don't know where all of these folks are. 


If you know the whereabouts of any AMA faculty member, please let us know. Even if you think 
we might have the address for a particular teacher, please send us whatever information you 
have. If you know that someone is deceased, we need to know that too. 


To make our 1998 reunion a success, we will need your help. Please send any faculty names, 
addresses and/or phone numbers to: Ed Click, AMA Alumni Association, Inc., P.O. Box 101, Fort 


Defiance, VA 24437. 


Luke Snyder, ‘60, 
attended the Arlington 
National Cemetery 
ceremonies in his 
AMA uniform. Luke 
was Captain of Band 
Company his senior 
year. He is shown 
here, at right, with 
Hilton Roller Grasty, 
daughter of Colonel 
Thomas J. Roller, who 
also attended the 
Arlington Cemetery 
wreath laying. 

Luke reported that 
he had to borrow a 
sash and get help 
wrapping it. And while 
it doesn’t show in this 
photo, he even had on 
white ducks! 


AMA Legacy Scholarship applications available 


Applications are now available for 
the 1998 AMA Legacy Scholarship. 
Each year, the AMA Alumni 
Association awards a $1,000 scholar- 
ship to the child or grandchild of an 
AMA alumnus who is attending, for 


the first time, an institution of learning 
past the high school level. 

Former AMA Alumni Association 
President Gary Nicholson, ‘70, says 
that the scholarship winner will be 
announced at the 1998 AMA reunion. 


Scholarship applications may be 
obtained by writing to Gary Nicholson, 
11971 Lexington Drive, Dunkirk, MD 
20754-9263. 

Deadline for receiving completed 
applications is March 23, 1998. 


18 November 1997 


Board hears of Fishburne 
offer, 1998 reunion plans 


Fishburne Military Academy, once Augusta’s rival, has 
invited AMA to be honored at a dress parade on the 
Waynesboro campus during FMA’s 1998 Founder's Day.. 

Reporting to the AMA Alumni Association, Inc. board at its 
11 October meeting in Arlington, VA, Association President 
Goodloe Saunders, ‘57, indicated that he has had several 
contacts from officials and alumni at Fishburne about “a 
closer relationship” with AMA alumni. The FMA Founder's 
Day is the last weekend in April, the weekend before AMA’s 
reunion in Staunton next year. Saunders will meet with 
interested parties from Fishburne to explore the possibilities. 

1998 reunion plans set 

The 1998 Augusta reunion will be held on May 1-2 at the 
Holiday Inn Golf and Conference Center in Staunton. Tommy 
Simmons, ‘53, presented a contract with the hotel which was 
approved by the board. The 1998 theme will be a salute to 
AMA faculty members. 

The board voted a resolution of good wishes to Colonel 
Mal Livick who had undergone heart surgery 2 days 
previously. A financial report was received and reports were 
given on the latest rumors about the sale of the AMA 
property and buildings 

Jeff Wenzel, ‘70, of Tyrone, Ga, was elected to the board 
and appointed by President Saunders to coordinate gifts and 
bequests to the Association. Wenzel, National Sales 
Manager for military and government sales for Tree Top, 
Inc., will present to the winter board meeting a proposal to 
secure bequests and other such gifts from AMA alumni and 
friends of Augusta. 

The board also heard a discussion about the creation of an 
AMA museum. Appropriate sites are being studied and there 
are plans to discuss with any purchaser of AMA the location 
of a museum on the AMA school grounds. 


AMA Alumni Association board members and 
spouses at the 11 October board meeting. 


Old friends connect at Arlington 
Classmates from 1960 were reunited with a 1963 alum- 
nus at the Arlington Cemetery ceremonies on 11 October. 
Frank Williamson, Bob White and Jim McLelland, all 
from ‘60, attended the wreath laying together where they 
encountered Bob Adams, ‘63. “We hadn't seen Bob for 37 
years,” Frank relates. “Bob had seen our picture in The 
Bayonet and decided to look for us at the Arlington event. 
We found another friend because The Bayonet is there. 
Wayne Blaylock, ‘61, is sending his address...” 


You can give your money to the AMA Alumni Association scholarship funds... 
Or you can give it to this guy 


You can get a 1997 tax deduction for your contribution to either 


of the AMA Alumni Association scholarship funds! 


You send it to Fort Defiance, or you send it to Washington - and to your state capital. 
Contributions to your alumni association scholarships are tax deductible - 


both on your federal and your state tax returns. 


The AMA Alumni Association needs your help to fund both the 
VMI Scholarships and the AMA Legacy Scholarship program. 


Use the enclosed envelope TODAY to send your tax deductible contribution to your 


AMA Alumni Association. 


Honor a friend - or give in memory of someone who influenced your life. 


You can send your money to Fort Defiance NOW - or you can send it to Washington next April 
(To qualify for a 1997 tax deduction, your contribution must be made by 31 December 1997) 
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Many thanks go to recent contributors 


The AMA Alumni Association offers 
special thanks to alumni and friends 
who have made recent contributions 
to the AMA Legacy Scholarship Fund, 
the VMI Scholarship Fund, and the 
general fund. 

Friends of Augusta are asked to 
support the alumni association and its 
good works. Without the financial 
support and encouragement of those 
who give, The Bayonet could not be 
published and the scholarship funds 
which perpetuate Augusta's memory 
would shrivel and die. 

In making contributions, you are 
encouraged to honor someone who is 
important in your life. 

Listed below are the most recent 
contributors. Those in bold face 
italics have contributed $100 or more. 


Frank Badalson, Jr., ‘71 
Anthony J. Beneventi, ‘81 
in honor of all former cadets 

Tom Paton Blake, ‘62 
Mark Briggs, ‘69 
in honor of Colonel Hoover 


E. Curtis Burt, Jr., ‘45 
Earl Daves Cabaniss, ‘43 
Harold W. Campbell, ‘70 
J. Clark Campbell, ‘47 
Robert M. Caudill, ‘46 
Charles Collinge, ‘46 
David E. Curl, “61 
Paul H. Edelman, ‘44 
Marvin E. Gordon, ‘39 
in memory of the following members 
of the Class of 1939 - Hawes W. 
Adams, Alfred E. Bruch, Edwin M. 
Aldrich, Robert J. Mitchell, Walter 
L. Mitchell, Rafael Escallon, McKee 
G. Boykin, Edgar A. Leatherman, 
John E. Shifflett, Jr., and Clinton 
L. Thomas 
M. Birch Grawl, ‘31 
C. Norris Harrison, ‘43 
in memory of Colonel Tom Roller 
Larry Horowitz, ‘73 
John C. Jansing, ‘43 
Thad Lora, ‘48 
Rich Maschak, ‘72 
Bill McVey, ‘60 
Carl Rodger Morris, ‘59 
in memory of Ed Daughtrey, ‘56 


George |. Neal, ‘38 
Jim Piersall, ‘70 
Herb S. Richey, ‘40 
Frank W. Roach, ‘69 
William L. Rulon, ‘50 
Russell F. Smith, ‘62 
Colonel! William Thomas, ‘44 
Reverend E. Lee Trinkle, Ill, ‘53 
H. Mebane Turner, ‘49 
Alexander Wattay, ‘53 
in memory of “Herc” Carter, ‘53 
Walter H. Withers, Jr., ‘56 


Charles “Buck” Collinge, 
‘46, follows the Terps 


With his generous contribution to 
the AMA Alumni Association, “Buck” 
Collinge, ‘46, writes that he and his 
wife Lois have been to 112 of the last 
113 University of Maryland away 
football games! After the football 
season, they head for Winter Haven, 
FL until April, but usually “come north” 
for the ACC basketball tournament in 
North Carolina in March. Are these 
folks what you'd call sports fans? 


What do you know about Bill? Or Tom? Or any other AMA cadet? 
We're looking for NEWS - news about yourself or about anyone 
else connected with Augusta - classmates, teachers, friends. 
Use this space, or a separate sheet, to send news for the next issue! 


Your name 


Class 


Your address 


State 


9-digie ZIP. 


e-mail 


MAIL TO: The Bayonet, 1325 Virginia Street, Alamo, CA 94507 


FAX 510/838-0928 e-mail: AMABayonet@aol.com 


Some of the AMA alumni in attendance 


at the Arlington Cemetery wreath laying, 11 October 1997. Story on page 13. 


Church group likely 
buying Augusta 


(from page 15) 
On6 October 1995, Campbell and 
Baker successfully bid $300,000 for 


all the AMA buildings and surround- 
ing land. From the start, Campbell 
said that while they had no specific 
plans for the property, “it definitely will 
not be a school... This is strictly a 
business deal...” 


The Alumni Association likely will 
seek a home on the campus for an 
AMA museum while hopes that AMA 
might again become a school have 
moved far away, like a chunk of ice 
melting in a distant sea. 


A.M.A. Alumni Association, Inc. 
P. O. Box 101 
Fort Defiance, VA 24437-0101 


ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


Help us find 


AMA FACULTY MEMBERS 


See page 17 
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